
Rochester International Association Presents 

!
39th Annual 

Rochester World 
Festival 

International Talent 
Show

With your MC 

Courtney Sturgeon, 

Directed by Sam Ouk

!
Friday, April 11, 2014


Starts at 7PM

John Marshall High School Auditorium

Find us on Facebook http://facebook.com/riamn.org and Twitter http://twitter.com/riamn 

www.ria-minnesota.org  |  2500 Valley High Dr NW, Rochester, MN 55901  

THANK YOU!

CREDITS: !
World Festival Co-Chairs: Brian Faloon and Nelpha 

Malibago 

Friday Show: Sambath Ouk 

Food: Thuan Nguyen 

Children’s Activities: Kristin Faloon 

Parade and Flags: Sushital Chowdhury 

Cultural and Organizational Displays: Nelpha 

Malibago 

Marketplace Vendors: Archana Shinde 

Performances: Brian Faloon and Nelpha Malibago 

Ticket Sales: Ann Lance 

Poster: Thien-Kim Huynh 

Program Guides: Thomas Yung 

Web Site: Thomas Yung !
A big thank you to two volunteer groups: John 

Marshall HS Honor students, and Upward Bound 

students. !
Thanks to Stephen Fanning and John Marshall HS 
for the use of auditorium, gym and facilities. Finally, 
thanks to Spectrum Pro-Audio for the PA and 
engineer.

This event is not possible without the great efforts of our volunteer board and the many participants. 

Everybody involved in the World Festival is volunteering their time and resources to bring this wonderful 

event to the community!

Our sincere thanks to our sponsors, without whom this event could not take place. They make it possible 

that we don’t have to charge entrance fees for the Saturday event. Please consider them for your future 

business needs. !
KTTC . Fox 47 . Mayo Clinic . US Bank . Judy and Jim Sloan 

Foundation . Sam’s Club . RCTC . Culligan Water . Herold Flags

SPONSORS

ROCHESTER INTERNATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION !
“Our mission is to celebrate cultural 

diversity and provide opportunities for 

multicultural education and exchange.” !
President: Herta Matteson 

Vice President: Nelpha Malibago 

Treasurer: Ann Lance 

Secretary: Greg Sauve 

Board Members: Thomas Yung, Zhen 

Ren, Sushital Chowdhury, Thuan 

Nguyen, Brian Faloon, Kristin Faloon, 

Archana Shinde, Jeff Jurewicz, Sambath 

Ouk !
If you would like to serve on the board, 

please contact Herta Matteson at 

herta.matteson@ria-minnesota.org



MC - Courtney Sturgeon 
Courtney joined the KTTC NewsCenter in October of 2012. Courtney graduated from 
DePaul University in Chicago with a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and minor in 
Communication and Media. Courtney reported for the University's newspaper "The 
DePaulia" and news program "Good Day DePaul." and was recognized by DePaul 
University and the Society of Professional Journalists. She was also honored as a NATAS 
Student Achievement Award Nominee from the Television Academy for her coverage of 
the "Occupy DePaul" protests. Courtney completed internships with NBC 5-WMAQ and 
ABC 7-WLS. Besides Journalism, one of Courtney's greatest passions in life is spending 
time with senior citizens. She has been volunteering at nursing homes since she was 11 
years old and plans on owning a senior home of her own one day. Courtney enjoys 
trying new cuisines and will eat any kind of food if it's dipped in chocolate.

Friday evening program information

India 
Sarvani Dasari will do a classical indian dance called Bharathanatyam. She is a Senior in 
Century High School. This dance is choreographed by her teacher Ganga 
Gopalkrishnan. In this dance, she tells the story about the childhood and adholscent age 
of the Indian mythical character, Krishna. The dance is weaved with intricate steps called 
Jathis as well as the expressions. (7 minutes) !
Athira will be performing a fast paced visually appealing Garbha with a difference. (5 
minutes) !
Bangladesh 
Krishita Roy. This 6 year old performer will be doing the Bihu dance. This dance 
is a folk dance from the Indian state of Assam. This dance is related to the 
festival of Bihu. Dancers wear traditional clothing and perform brisk steps and 
with rapid hand movements. (4 minutes) !
China 
The first dance from the Rochester Chinese school will be the Butterfly dance.  
Imagine yourself in the garden where summer flowers are blooming, birds are 
chirping and butterflies are dancing.  Watch the Chinese dancers frolic among 
the flowers and dance like butterflies. (4 minutes) !
Rochester Chinese School will perform Kids Watching Opera – Two little girls in 
the neighborhood cannot wait to go to the opera.  When they get there, they 
love imitating the stars and dance themselves as if they were on stage. (5 
minutes) !
Scotland 
Caledonia, The Rochester Caledonian Pipes Group will be performing a piece to 
represent the Caledonian heritage. (5 minutes)

Ukraine 
Nadiya and her son Oleg will play a Ukrainian song. (5 minutes) !
Somalia 
Somali Youth Group will perform Dhaanto – Dhaanto is a style of traditional 
Somali music and folk dance. The group will be combining the newest form of 
Dhaanto Dirgaax to the old folk dance. Dhaanto is danced with opposite sides 
of men and women who occasionally come to the center to find a partner. (8 
minutes) !
The Somali students from STEM and the Math and Science Academy will 
present spoken words poetry. Bisharo Dahir, Sagal Abdi, Muna Abdiasis, Ubah 
Ali, Hibaq Mohamed. (8 minutes) !
Sudan 
The SASEM Youth Group will perform a Sudanese Traditional Dance (8 minutes) !
Mexico 
The group (Misael, Gederick, Maricela, and Leticia) will perform a traditional 
Mexican hat dance called the Jarabe Tapatio. The Jarabe Tapatio became the 
Symbol of Mexico since the Revolution of Spain back in the 1800s. (5 minutes) !
Argentina 
Dahl Studio Students Amy and her partner will perform an Argentinian Tango 
routine. (5 minutes) !
Philippines 
Phil-Am Association (Janice Strop, Richelle Bondoc, Jennifer Larsen, Yana Anes, 
Alexa Hoyme, Erica Anes) will perform Kappa Malong - a dance that originates 
from the Maranao tribes of Mindanao in the Philippines. The dance shows the 
many ways of wearing a malong, a simple tubular yet highly functional piece of 
cloth. (6 minutes) !
Vietnam 
The Vietmanese Youth Organization will do a contemporary Lotus Dance. (4 
minutes) !
Cambodia 
The Cambodian Culture Club – 3C’s will perform the coconut dance. This dance 
honors the coconut fruit and its importance to Cambodian people. (5 minutes) !
Philippines 
Phil-Am Association (Janice Strop, Richelle Bondoc, Jennifer Larsen, Yana Anes, 
Alexa Hoyme, Erica Anes) will perform Polka sa Nayon (6 minutes) 


